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| Commercialisation

| of universities
' by J.B. Goyal

! U NIVERSITIES play an important role
not enly in the propagation and growth of
knowledge but also in the preservation of our -
social and moral values. As such, academic
norms can nevergﬁgiworced from moral consid-
erations. Seats ofhigher learning should, there--
fore, stand out as islands of excellence in the
dreary sea of corruption and act as conscience-
keepers of the nation. %
Unfortunately, the universities in Haryana
are suffering from a crisis of identity. The con-
fusion over the financial and academic func-
tions of a university has led to the perversion of
academic norms and forms. The lure of money
has tempted the universities of Haryana away
from the straight path of academic virtue and
involved them in the tricky terrain of
commercialisation of education, turning educa-
_tion into a commodity to be sold at a high price
and have thus polluted the whole academic
fibre.

None can dispute the need for opening the g
portals of higher education through unconven-
tional systems like distance education for those &
students who miss the opportunity of learmng
through the regular classroom teaching. But the .

-laudable aim loses its shine when one dlscovers, 7
that it was being done for minting money. For - W
instance, MDU, Rohtak, and Kurukshetra Uni-.
versities collected crores of rupees by admitting:
an unusually large number of students in BEd -
course through department of distance educa-
tion atan inflated fee of Rs 5000 or so. The thrust.

for more revenue led Kurukshetra Universityto
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social and moral values. As such, academic
norms can never be divorced from moral consid-
crations. Seats of higher learning should, there-
fore. stand out as islands of excellence in the
dreary sea ol corruption and act as conscience-
kecpers of the nation.

Unfortunately, the universities in Haryana
are suffering from a crisis of idenlity. The con-
fusion over the financial and academic func-
tions of a university has led to the perversion of
academic norms and forms. The lure of money
has tempted the universities of Haryana away
from the straight path of academic virtue and
involved them in the tricky terrain of
commercialisation of education, turning educa-
_tion into a commodity to be sold at a high price
zfmd have thus polluted the whole academic
ibre.

None can dispute the need for opening the
portals of highgr education through unconven-
tional systems like distance education for those
students who miss the opportunity of learning
through the regular classroom teaching. But the
laudable aim loses its shine when one discovers
that it was being done for minting money. For
instance. MDU. Rohtak, and Kurukshetra Uni-
versities collected crores of rupees by admitting
an unusually large number of students in BEd -
course through department of distance educa-
tionataninflated fee of Rs 5000 or so. The thrust
_for more revenue led Kurukshetra University to
take the highly controversial decision of starting
BA/BCom courses in single sitling. These
courses enable the students to pass the three-
year BA/BComexam of about 15 papers eachin
one go in a single examination. To be precise,
about 22,000 and 14,000 students were admit-
ted in BEd and BA one-sitling course, respec-
tively. during last year in Kurukshetra Univer-
sity alone. In all, about 47,000 students were
admitted in the distance education department.
This has fetched the university a fabulous rev-,
enue of about Rs 20 crore during one year. As
against this income the university has spent &
negligible sum on these students by way of
providing instructions and training and other
academic facilities. One wonders how barely a
dozen of teachers in humanities of the depart-
ment distance education who have already been
working there can cater to the needs of about
47.000 students of various disciplines. includ-
ing a large number of post graduate Courses. The
highly unfavourable teacher-taught ratio an'd
the big gap between income from and expendi-
ture on these courses speaks volumes of the
nalpable commercial purpose behind these un-
sound academic exercises.

Consequently. the Nanonias Lo
Teachers Education and the UGC have taken a
very serious note ol this rabid commercialisation
of the teacher education programme of those
universities and have restricted the admissionto
500 students. The UGC is also learnt to have
t objectedtotheintroduction of BA/B Comsingle-
sitting course.

Obviously.lhislypeofcommercialisation of
education has drawn flak because it tends to
devalue merit and academic standards. More-
over. this commercial ethos has given rise to
several types of financial and academic mal-
pracuices.

As a dangerous consequence of this
comnicreialisation, the crores of rupees carned
through distance education are being nmund-
Jessly mismanaged and are being spent vn un-
productive projects, large scale building activ-
ity and the personal comiort of op brass ol the
university.
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B Sir: Guru Jambheshwar Univ-
- ersity at Hisar was started in
undue haste and its complexion
was changed abruptly. What was
initially envisaged as a technical
and management university, be-
came a multifaculty and affiliat-
ing university. : |
- In fact, there was hardly any
- justification for opening a third -
“ general university in Haryana.
. The other two universities -
; ‘MDU and Kurukshetra - have
- already been facing acute finan-
“ cial difficulties. In order to earn
‘ ue, these universities
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made a significant contribution in strengthening the ' Nirguna

Bhaktli Hovement' in Northern India. Fapiq ay be regarded as one

of the earliest Sufi Poets, who played a dominent role in shaping

the ' Nirguna Bhakti tradition in Panjab,'

Although some Sufi Saints had come to Indis during the
8th Century too, the proper propagation of Sufism started with the
arrival of the distinguished Sufi ' AL HUZVERI' at Lahore in the
12 Century. Farid was another famous Sufi saint of the 12th and 13th
Centuries,

Initially, the advent and the development of Sufism took
place with in the framework of Islam, %o begin with, the Sufis had
falth in the Islamic Law, but as time passed, the Sufis became
increasingly independent in their thinking and deviated from Islamic
doctrine and also showed evidence of drifting away from the
'Islamic Law'. There was a school comprising of Sufis like
Zuned and Alghazalli who aimed at the reconciliation of the two

sections. Farid also belonged to this set of ' Ba share' Sufis,

Farid was born in 1173 ~.D. at Khetuwal (Multan). His
father Sheikh Jemaludin Suleman descended from the royal family
of Kabul, but Farid was a humble and contented faqir { Dervesh/
living a 1ife of ' poverty' and asusterity. His mother Bibi Kursum
came from the family of 'Hazarat Ali' and it was through her that
Islamic tradition and law made a powerful impact upon Farid, But

Farid was not a narrow-minded, blogated muslim of the old stamg;

that
His spiritual discipline was basically ' Love-Oriented' like tha
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of the Sufis, _He recelved his religious instructions from a
learned Sufi of his time 'Khawaja' qutbudin Bakhtiar Shah Kaki,
who strengthened his belief.

Unlike Alghazali, Farid was not, in the proper sense of the
word, philosophical. He was more of & mystic and in his mystical
experience he appears tohave been greatly influenced by the Indian
spiritual discipline, particularly the Bhakti. In fact, his
poetry come to us as a natural fusion of Islam, Sufism and Bhakti.
He was primarily a ' Love- Oriented' Sufi, but we find in his
poetical composition almost all the main elements of Bhakti.

In his Punjabl virses he did not even make a mention of the 'Quran'
the 'Prophet' and the ' Kalma' which any staunch Muslim would have

done.

The Punjabi Sufi poets have generally represented God as the
Lover and the devotee as the beloved; whereas in Hindi Sufi poets
God is conceived as the beautiful beloved, While the devotee 1is
her lover. Farid was the first Sufi poet of Punjabi language. He
has portrayed God as husband-lover and himself as His beloved.
All the Panjabi Sufi poets who came after him followed the
same pattern. For the Sufis earthly love of man and woman paves
the way for the higher relationship between man and God. Consequently)
sometimes their descriptions take a sensuous form. Even a Hindi
sufi poet of eminence, Jyasi, portrays the consumation of the
1ove between Padmavati and Ratansain, who represent, respectively,
the Deity and the devotee in utterly physical terms, employing gross

sensual imagery, which clearly shows that even at the stage of such
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an experience of ecstasy and mystical union with the Divine,

the poet has not risen above his physical nature and hence has
fallen short of the sublime experience. In Farid we find

a complete absence of such a sensuous tendency. In fact, Farid's
mystical experience is completely detached from the physical and
wordly allurements. The emphasis that Farid has laid on the
illusory and transitory character of the human body and the
vanlty,mutability and the evenescent nature of the earthly world
also endorses the theory that the ascetic element in Farid had
become sufficiently pronounced. Describing the ultimate vain and
of all the wordly beauty Farid has :

FARIDA JIN LOIN JAGU MOHIYA SE LOIN MAI DITHU

KAJAL REKH NE SEHDIYA SE PANKHI SUI BAHITHU  (19)

"Look, the skull that held the eyes that were so delicate

that they could not bear the weight of collyrium in them,

has been turned into a nest for the birds to hatch their
eggs in".

According to Farid all physical charm and beauty is useless
if through it the love of the Lord is not cherished. Farid describes
the futility of luxuries of the world thus 3

"EASS DAMAME CHATU SIRI BHERL SARO RAD

JAYI SUTE JIRANI MAHI THIYE ATIMAGAD

FARIDA KOTHE MANDAP MARIYE USAREDE

--BHI GAYE

KURA SAUDA KARE GAYFE GAURI AYE PAYE" (45-46)

("They vho dwelt in the mansions yesterday and whose

arrivals and departures were announced by the be at of

drums, now lie unattended in the graves 1ike orphds.)"

The ultimate end of all human beings is Death. According
to Farid the day of death for all 1is pre-deteri.ind. He belileves,
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the day a man is born, the day of his death is inseribed on his
forehead. This writing cannot be effeced. The marriage with
the God of death must come on the appointed day; entreaties are

of no avall. The path by which the soul has to pass is subtler
than the thickness of a hair."

Keeping in view Farid's description of the horrors of death
and hell some critics malntain that Farid was s pessimist. But this
conclusion does not seem to be correct. The Pessimist gives way
to despair and frustration and, consequently, turns away from
action. He may even think of suicide as a means of escape from
his predicament, but Farid's reaction was quite different. He
persistently counsels good and noble deeds and himself practised
as he preached. HW is an ascetic approach and not pessimism,
Continuous pondering over the sinlessness and *‘ruthfulness; austerity
and contentment; simplicity and renunciation. The gospel of
ascetism end renunciation 1s complementary to the pession of
Bhakti. According to the Sufis also ' Love of world and Love of
God cannot dwell together at one place. Who states to contrary
is a liar."

The goal of the Sufi mystic is to attaln complete union
(oneness ) with the deity. This stage of mystical experience is
missing in Farid. Of course, he has the urge to attain this
felicity., We do find in him the stage of ' vasal', but the
stages of ' Hal' , 'Fenah' and 'vaka' are absent in his poetry.

He does not also have that state of 'Analhaq' which was attained

by the famous Sufi HAussain Bin Mansur.

Farid's passion for the Divine Lover has streadfastness,



purity and strength. Displaying his love for God Farid sayss

" The love for the lover should brookho obstructions what
matters if you have only one garment, and the path that lead to him
be muddy and even if it be raining heavily. Decide to go to meet
thy beloved preceptor. Never allow any rift to be caused between
you and Him on any account whatsoever. He glorifies silent suffering.
The Pangs of separation and a restless yearning for meeting the
lover are also there; but his love lacks the vehemence, wildness,
franzy and ferocity of the other Sufi mystics of his class.
Farid's love is extraordinarily clam, screne and gentle, which is
very close to the love in Indian Bhaktli tradition, Farid
narrates the agony of his love

"Make thy mind the bed and agony of separation the

bdd sheet. Thus should you live the palnful

life of agony; suffering for the beloved, telling

your tale of woe to Him alone. Fverybody has pralsed
the agony of love, which 1s the greatest King who rules

u.

the lover...." €
2
And then talking of the suffering in separation Farid says : .
"In pining the separation for the Lord, all the blood in I
@

my body has dried up, not a drop can be discovered now. This 1is
ever the condition of the lovers of God. Very lean and thin in

€1

body they are...."

-

These sentiments are in perfect conformity with the Indian

[

Bhakti tradition.
The importance of the recitation of the ' Name of the Lord'

(Nam Samaran) is accepted equally in the Sufis and the Hindu

Shashtras. The Sufi says 3- " If ye seek the Lord, seek the Company



©of the Name i.e. repat it constantly and he sure union will

be they lot, for there 1s not the least difference between the
Lord and His Name." In 'Srimad Bhagvata' too we have it : "Wwhen
in helpless condition, the Name even if once repeated or even
heard redeems the man from all his sins.," (XIII-12-46).

Bhektas like Kabir, Guru Nansk and Tulsid as all laid emphasis

on efficacy of the ' Name of the lord'.

Realisation of the greatness of God, Humility or meekness
are the two Cordinal tenets of the Bhakti. In Farid we find not
only humility and meekness, but also the other elements of Bhakti
such as faith, reliance, self-reproach and surrender of the self,
Farid commends the service of his master, the God, in the followirg
words 3

FARIDA SAHIB DI KAR CHAKRI

DIL DI LAHI BHA RAND

"( Do the service of the master and she of
all your doubts)."

Both in Sufi mysticism and the Bhakti complete surrender
to God 1s SINE QUA NON. The famous Sufi, Jaml, states it beautifully-

"The Goal of my body and sould art thou alone,

0 Lord! I live and die only for thy service,

O Lord! Wherever I go I seekt thee."

In this very vein Farid writes, "Get up and offer thy
prayers to the Lord, If thy head does not bow to Him, burn it in

place of fuel."

Therefore, it willbe iappropriate to say that most of the
elements of Bhakti are present in Farid's poetry. Alongwith the



love for God, Farld seems to have imbibed the essence of

asceticism and knowledge ( Jyan), inherent in Bhakti. As in

Bhakti tradition, he stressed the need for eradication of age,

of covetousness, of repacity, of greed, of anger etc; and of
acquiring truthfulness, contentment, spirit of service benévolence,
humility and forgiveness. According to Farid it is only after
acquiring these qualities and practising good deeds that one can
achieve! perfect}on of manhood.' ( 'Insanual Kamil' or 'Purnamanav')

which has been given equal importance both by the Sufis and the
Indian Bhaktas,

Farid saw the relevance and use of religion in the everyday
life and actions of man and taught us the true and practical meaning
of 'Dharma' and gave us an understanding of sublime living. Rising
above all narpow and intelerent communal feelings, he commended
and advocated the oneness of humanity and the need of well-doing.
Thus by ennobling the human sentiments and awakening our spiritual
consciousness, he made a distinct contribution to the progress of

human thought.

One more important feature of Farid's poetry is his
assimiliation of the indian environment. Probably, he is the
first foreign muslim poet who has not only embodied the indian
customs and costumes, in his poetry, but has also derived
his images and symbols from the Indian environment . This trend
became more pronounced in the Hindi and Panjabi Sufi poets vwho

cane after him,



To conclude, I can say that the poetry of the Sufi
Poet Farid i1s also the poetry of an ascetic and a Nirguna
Bhakta. It is sweet and satisfying like ripe dates and honey.
It contains the nector of Divine love and it is fragrant with
the love for the mankind at large.
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The new State of Haryana will
i pe formed .on November 1, De-
$ mocracy is an age-old tradition of
; ¢his. reglon. e Republics of

.. Agroha and Rohtagi were In exis-
H tence even at the time of Alexan-
der. The ‘Sarvakhap Panchayats’
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central part of Haryana — from
;the ' Kaurvi Apbharansha by its

contact with the hordes of invad--

ing Mohammadans, proceeding to-
wards Delhi. The renowned work
“Shivshambhu Kachitha,” which
is notable for the high sense of
patriotism pervading it, was writ-

.ten by the weli-known Hindi satl-

rist Bal Mukand Gupta, who was
a son of the soil of Haryana. The
Hindl
work - of the Sikhs, popularly
kpown.as ‘Suraj Prakash’ which
is consldered a Veritable Encyclo-
paedia of Sikh history, religion and
philosophy, was "also written here
under the patronage of Bhai Udal
Singh, ruler of Kaithal, more tham
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1€ was here that Lord Krishna de-
livered the.immortal message of
the Gita. In £fact this area has been .

great Sikh poet Bhal Santokh
Singh, while describing the sanc-
tity of Kaithal, says:—

Every bank of a bathing spot
removes the sorrow of the heart,
They are full of pure water and
are studded with beautiful steps.

Saints and holy men meditate
¢ here on Gods., Even death dare
nqlt‘mapptioach t_thls sacred spogt.
il s place of supreme sanct
Furukshetra has combined in ig the apbode of Fhe gods,, All
ftself the muitiple merit of-belng gpots here are lovely and inspire
#theatre of war, the land-of righW the beholder with visdom.”
pousness,” and &pirituality and, a
Beat of learning. . That ,expldins This area has also been the

Buddhist,

-Shalva and Shakta faiths. At
Sugh,” near Jegadhri some re-
cently excavated relics int

Lord Buddha having visited the

" thve pivot of Indian culture. Eve-
ry¥ tank here 1s sacred and the

heavenly Saraswati, which is vi-
sualized as connecting all of them,
by its sacred waters brings joy
ewen to the Gods.

Seat Of Learning

id es ‘Brahmarishidesh”. — or the
land of wise and:saintly .peoplé, .
tPeople from all paris visited this
area to learn wisdom ~ the Brah-
: mavo-Savants, Sathaneshwar (mo- gplace in peison.

{ dern Thanesar), a t town dur- :

arsha, used to . This grea was also the home of
:be the geat of a great unlversity, ‘Muslim Sufi saints, including Boo
which attracted students from all Ali Kalander and Sheikh Cheli,
" over India and abroad. * Sadhaura and Panipat were the
prominent centres of their mission-
Haryana is the saered land 3 |

where the first Emperor of Ind!a, ary work.
arata, performed the imperial
rite of ‘Ashvemedhyajna’ (A horse
sacrifice) . It was here that the

Nar-Narayan performed great

The rich treasure of relics collect-
ed in the archaeological museura
at Jhajjar, which have been ex-

cavated from various ancient sites

na perform- of Haryana, are ample proof of the

= am:g&laesmfndmthagus edt Eil_; fact that Haryana has been theé

m or retreat. To this day, centre of Yodheya, Agroha and

on. the occasion of the solar Kunionans Republics of a sect of
eclipse, lakhs of people from all

IndoGreek, IndoScythians
over Indfa come to seek spirltual Indo-Parthian rulers.
merit and dlessing at Xurukshet- . 1
ra. Kalthal, Pehwa, Kapalmochan Life Of Peop
and some other sacred places sre  Thbe life of the people of Har-
2lso situated in this area. The ¥ana is simple. The men ace en-

Indra and Varuna

‘  'The soil is rich and feriile. The

and _old inscription at Sarval, near

terprising, honest and simple-heart-
ed. The women are © t and
hard-working; - they assist ‘- their
menfolk even in the fields. They

are true .helpmates of the men, |

The people of Haryana have pre-|.
ous and }:

served the older relj

social tradition and - ms --of

their area. All the traditional festi- ‘
vals are celebrated here with great |-

.

enthusfasm and devotion. The po-

_pular folk-Jore of this area reflects |:

the beliefs and plety of the people.

-The culture and popular art of this |
“area ig expressed through mimes, {:

folk dramas (fangs), shows, bal
lads and songs fm which the people
take great delight. 2

cultivators ot~ Hissar, Sirse and
Bohtak in particular make the soil
yield rich harvests. Mohindergarh
iron ore is another source of
wesglth. The cattle of Haryana are
£amous all over the couatry,

The rich culture, the democratic
tradition, the courage and heroism
ot the people, sofl wealth aid the

people’s traditional wisdom are |-

special features of this region. An

Delhi, dating from the 'wﬁ cen-
tury, (translated into English sta-
tes: “Let nat its children forget]

that they ~Bave to rebulld this|.

heaven® - e - e
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BHAI SANTOKH SIN

HINDI

'

POET

BY DR. JAl BHAGWAN GOYAL

After naving studied a large
numher of books, published and
Cnpublizhed, in various libraries
7 fre State, ]_have reached the

: : it~ Hindi

the principal _llterary ~ lafi-
v uge of Hindu and Sikh writers
s te Funjab from 17th to th
cerur S, alfthough most of

wrote i thes —_ script.
yNurnernus manuscripts of treatis-

Ry
5
=]
(=]

2

‘e~ on  subjects llke astronomy,
lastroingv, medicines, pallosophy,
Lisie, poetics and . U ure etc,
in Gu
1o thisPr'he ,Pu;_ijabegwduce,d not
fewer thap a, hindred Hindl poets
durimg this period " scrne of
ithem Were eminent hal San-
okh Singh was a poet of such
jexcellence that Punjab can we
\"Ee » ' of him.

-+ .ax born in 1737 AD at
¢Nurdi. (Amritsar district) in a
“pouor but religious-minded family.
, His fsther, S, Deva Singh, used
yi0 remain in the company of ‘Nir-

fmais’. T1is simple life and enlight

ened  thouzhts influenced the
ctlrﬂ.d Sentokh Singh to a large
extent.

. Santokh Singh
had the good fortune of havin
his  ecucation from a learne
schojar, Giani Sant Singh, under
Moo bee stindied “Canskrite--lan-
gusge and literature, poetics and
philosophy, and practised compes-
ing poetry foyr about 15 vyears.
4Hfter completing his studies he
lefy for Buria and started his car-
rier as an independent littérateur.
Ambitious Epic. -

During his stay there for about
10 years, he composed an ambiti-
ous epic — ‘Guru Nanak Prakash’
based ohthe life and téachings of-
the great Saint ‘Nanak’, and tran-
siated the famous Sanskrit dic-
tionarv ‘Amarkesh* (Ngmk.sh).
Bv this time he had attained such
poetic excellence and repute that
the wcraja of Kaithal, Bhai

Furthermore,

Ude.  .¢h, deemed it fit to call
Lim 1o his court : honoured

! him bv appointing ! the court
poet.

Being free of worrles,
the poet put ¢ art-
eG!v to hi the ance
of his religious

i the *
chaste
’ verse.
poet’s master-
e worl he
ge in
him
upon ar stu-
consent, B Sar
—an
ten
{51
o] is
184
as con-

from a

khi script. btar witness M

historical description of the lives
and achievements of the Gurus,
his great epic reproduces in a
ery vivid and authentic wayv the
ocial, political, religious, cultural
nd economic condition of the
ndian peuple during three cen-
uries of Mughal rule. Such a des-
ription is generally missing in
the otherwise popular and known
Hindi works of the age.

Bhai Santokh Singh was how-
ever not writing mevely a biogra-
ical narration. This epic bears
-impatt of a creative artist; his
social conciousness, his spiritual
outlook and vpatriotic feelin;
which permeate his work. C]
looked upon history from a pur-
oseful angle. He reégards the
urus as incarnations of the
‘Akal Purkh’ for the purpose of
eliminating ‘Adharma’ dnd esta-
blishing ‘Dharma’.

High Values ‘, B

For him the Gurus are the
apostles of truth, embodiments of
all virtues, champions of ireedom
and leaders of Indian renaissance.
Through them, the pcet has por-
traved the salient feattres of In-
dian culture, its spiritual and ethi-
cal values. He points out the uti-
lity of these values for:ithe wel-
“fdie” and uplift of huhizmity. He
has very nicely and successfully
elucidated the ¢éoncept of the eter-
nal Lord, universal brotherhood
of mankind and victory of the
spirit of the Pure. He firmly be-
lieves in the gospel of truth, the

sapreme truth, which prevails in -

this universe and in theé capacity

.of a human being to Tise to the

greatest height by selfless servige
to humanity, restraint, Namjap,
deflating one’s ego and obedience
to the command of the Lord.
He has elucidated and interpre-
ted Sikh philosophy and has often
quoted from the ‘Adi Granth’ to
elaborate his point of view, but

he cannot be called a shallow
thinker, a fanatic writer or a bi-
goted follower WHe regz=ds Hin-
dus and Sikhs as g,y he

same stream and speaks o
Sikh Gurus as saviours of Hinct
epic, he-not only

references from

etapho

ras | e R
study of !
create an

sword
other means

LNk »

SANTOKH SINGH
sed the need for the.assimiiation|
lof knowledge, the will t,? act. H
is thus a great source of 1NspLry
tion for the worldly and spirl
uplift of man

New Vistas

Bhai Santokh Singh, no doubt,
opens up new vistay in the lite
rarv trends of the age in &an age

dominated by erotic and ornate
poetry, he turned to devotional
and heroic poetry and achieved
excellence in it.

Apart from this, Bhai Santokh
singh is second to none so far as
flight of imagination, command
over lanpuage and masiery oi va-
rious metres are concerned. His
avocations of nature — the sea-
sons. mountains, forests, gardens,+
rivers, springs etc, are_v1y'id ara
picturesque. The _descrlptlons_ of
fighting, battle-fields, hunting,
marriages, festivals etc. are de-
tailed and realistic; the expression
of various feelings and emotions

\'.‘and upbringing. he

| language such as Surd

is penetrating. His similies are
as fresh as the mountain breeze
and are most appropriate and sug-
gestive.

For instance, in the battlei
of Bhangani, when Kirpal |
challenges the Pathan
Khan, the laiter, in the
the poet, turned back like a cob-

o

-+4 whose tail has been trampled

the foot of a 3
js abundant evidence @f !
¢ skill. We can hLear In
verses the tinkling of anklets of
dancing damséls, the rattling  of
sabres, the beating of drums and
rumbling of guns. :
Though Punjabi Sikh by.T "Ai

under
The:
boes

mastery over Braj Bhasha like
the most esteemed |

hari.
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& Lan

the principal lilerary

Punjab from the 16th

cenlury. Soine veople

that Panjabi was the main

of +this Sta'¢ during the

period. The caus: of this

is that Punjazi language

Surumukhi seript are con-

tn be so closely related that

vrhatever  was found written in

Canurikhi was declared 1o be

S0 omecer of Puniab: language. The

1alect vesearches hove established

thir %11 that isx wrilten in Guruo-

coanlkhi i not Punjabi and all that

critten an Punjart e not un
oy hi

enne hurArads
1 bweols, publishid and unpubliish-
»0 written from the 15th to the
v, century by Hindu and Sikh
waviers of Punjab, which are in
Guramukhj seript but the lanauage
of 1] of them is Prai Fhasha
Hindi and nct Punjabi It mav also
he interesting lo pote that during
“hie nerjod almost all the literature
nroduced in Puniabl wa. wriiten
mainly by Muslim writers and the
sorint used was Persian. The num-
rer of such writers whern compared
. with Hindi writers is guile small.
The State of Puniab oroduced dur-
ing this period more than 100
Hindi poets some of whom com-
posed noetry of a verv high stan-
dard. ¥

Origin Of Hind:

The origin of Hindi Janguage is
generally traced to the 10th or the
17th century. "‘Sandesh Rasak” by
Adshman is one of the eadrliest
works in which Hindi language
seemad (e be coming up. Tt was
“rten in the 11th century and
frie  author belonged to FPuniab
‘Sndhu Purva Varti Pradesh).
e verses of the Sidhas are re-
garded = very jmportant from
A voint of view of the origin

by e 1ol
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Jzi Dev, t
verses in
Chandar Bardai,; who
“Prithvi Raj Raso” in the

century, is by ‘common ednsent

first great Hindi epie wtiter and it
goes to the credit of Punjab to
have produced him. Even thgugh
there is no censensus of opinion
about the birth-place of. another
great Hindi poet, Surdas’ who
fAourished in the 15th-16th century,
some Hindi scholars strongly. be-
licve that Surdas wae-gbrm at Sitd
in Punjab. It is also .a kriown fact
that some other noted Hindi poet®

like Rahim, Kripa Ram &and Hire

daya Ram belonged to Punjab.

It was during the pefiod of Sikh
Gurus that Hindi bécame the prin-
cipal literary language of both
Hindu and Sikh writers of Punjab.
The Gurus' -contributions -towards
this .development were by no
means sinall. The langdage of the
‘Gurbani’ ie. the ‘Adi Grauth’' is
also Hindi, although thé:ho
available in Gurmukhi script.
Gobind Singh, besides 'being a
great lover and patron of Hindi
poetry, was himself a. great Hindi
poet and his ‘Dashath Granth’.can
be placed amongst the best Hindi
works. It is noteworthy that about
52 Hindi poets flourished under

his patronage.

Guru’s Love Of Poetry

ters is

G Y eoted L2 -

ary

c Y

The faci as RHa
(Hindi) was the

of the

whole of

from the 17th to

P
S e have been

Telgu, Mealayam and

forece-

ccal ~works of

2 uave oveen found in

und  Marzathj s¢Tipts. .
found evén in
Assamesa

" Geet “.Govind,

sltated n kis ‘Karan

the Guru zave him a Lo (e
50.000 Takkas. Such was 16%¢ LI
and admiraticn: of the &
for Hindi poetry.

The Gurus 1 2
freedom, spi i
in-hearts of

them in the P

to' fight out : O &
and religious- giie
“Turks.” Thelr - it
inspived the t ¢ £} e l
and a many 1 I y
were i
based
of

the
these great

Hl_indi I
wit speed, a
Hindi authors
rature but
the Hindj (
wrote in Bha
Gurdas, Ani :
Sukha Singh,
Singh, Gulab
Sant Das ¢
Ram. Gian 1-an
are « f [
poels of ¢

The
rature of
-the Sain
also wri
- rulers of b e
ed Hindi t t 5
tence of I
Nabha. !
has been
doubt.

Numerous

Besides, a
year old
Hindi
traced in ah,.
tory of ! prose
speaking areas is not
more than 150 years
acknowledged by / 1
Chandar the
¢ritic, in his 18hs ]
terature’ that Ram §
jani was the first
prose writer, and he
Patiala.

There is enother factor
.goes to prove the
Hindi language in
this period. Hundreds
Sciepice, philospphy and
ete. Were written in Hindi
State. Similarly. the
trarslation fiora
of Sanskrit and
subjects is also
script is
to speak of t
religious like
na, thé :Mahabharta, the,
Prang, the Geeta, Vishnu
Adh¥atma
Purana etc.
in

[

on

Atma

San i
tr
works are :
form in
» at Patiala,
¢ e Library at Am-
the L.anguages Depart-
of the alsa Col-
ge; - A at . Anandpur Sa-’
b« and in the Nation-
I Calcutta. :

Hindi '} Book

National Library,
across a hook
written by
published by
. Lahore, in 1
to prove
taught in
of Punjab.
seript in the 1
baok itself is
seript but its
and it was
in schools and
text book.

lacls clearly show
Hindi was in Punjab.
of such a rich store
manuseripts on varied
jects could por live been
If Hindi had net buen
literary language of this
“4ng these centuries. Actu
weas no canfliel Fetwsen

also

-




HE resignation of Dr Upendra Baxi, Vice-
T Chanxﬁor, Delhi Univpe?slity, has caused
great commotion in educational circles and
has highlighted the malaise in Indian univer-
sities.

Universities are entrusted with the sacred
duty of producing talented young men and
women of calibre and potentialities, who
could provide befitting leadership in shaping
the destiny of the country and the future of
our new generations. Universities are the
breeding grounds of knowledge, learning, re-
search and finer human values best suited for
the composite development of national char-
acter and ethos. It is in this context that no
amount spent for this pious cause judiciously,
is sufficient enough vis-a-vis other develop-
mental projects. This is the most productive
investment in terms of planning the future
course of history of the country. )

Having worked for three decades in the
university and having visited about five dozen
universities for academic assignments, I have
found that most of the universities are really
facing financial problems as is borne out by
the fact that I had evaluated three Ph.D.
theses of a university during the past two
years, but the university could not reimburse
the mailing expenditure incurred by me, leave
alone the payment of a paltry remuneration of
Rs 100 for each thesis, fixed by that universi-
ty. What would be the standard of research
under these conditions is anybody’s guess.

But there is another side of the picture also.
A university of about 35 years’ standing and

| having a total teaching staff of about 350

teachers, is reported to have appointed 150

1 teachers in less than one year. The number of

professors has doubled. It has gone up from 50

to 100. Besides, 100 clerks have ]
appointed on daily wages and 30 peons have

appointed over and above the sanctioned
posts. Above all this a sum of about Rs 10 lakh
was spent on the renovation, beautification,

furnishing, airconditioning of the V.C.’s resi-

dence and maintenance of his car and tele-

phone etc. during this one year period.
Under the given circumstances when the

es
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WONDER, if any academician worth his
salt would be enamoured by the high
spirited disposition of Kurukshetra Universi-
ty Vice-Chancellor (October 6), that KU has
collected a huge sum of Rs 4 crore from B.Ed
courses introduced this year through Distant
Education Department, which has boosted the
economy of the university and has enabled it
to undertake many construction projects.
In fact; it may be a very sad day in the
annals of this university as one finds to his
dismay that a “Commercial Counter” for
professional degrees has been opened in the
university which may tarnish its fair name.
It is distressing that needy unemployed
youth are being lured to join this course and
the whole fibre of education system might be
polluted by this kind of “unfair trade prac-

1 tion of-professional courses” by the “mer-
chants of education”.

Dr Upendra Baxi, the Delhi VC, was prob-
ably a less wise man, otherwise instead of
resigning from his glamorous position because
of financial crunch, he also could resort to a
similar course and collect huge amounts. He
was placed in a much better position as there
are many more attractive and potential
courses available there, which could be mar-
keted easily and at a much higher price,
because of carrying the label of prestigious
University of Delhj. He, however, in his own
wisdom did not compromise academics with
economic gains.

If this concept of economic gains by provid-
ing professional education at a cost is stretch-
ed’ to its logical end, then one may even
suggest that this could also be thrown open to
multinationals and allow them a free hand in
“educational trading” as well. This will save
the exchequer hundreds of crores of rupees
spent every year on over 150 universities and
the quality of education provided by the
multinational administrators might be much
better than our own educational administra-
tors, leaving aside our cultural values and
national ethos, which education is supposed to
cultivate.

ing of 13 pages costs Rs 100 and the two-page

13000 prospectuses and forms have already
been sold and more are being sold as the dates
of admission have been extended and eligibil-
ity conditions relaxed twice to attract more
candidates. Already about 10000 candidates
are reported to have been admitted. Each

5000, an amount which is not very easyto pay

Trading in educatio

- fruitful education and practical t.rauw

tice”. It is nothing short of “commercialisa-

. The prospectus of KU B.Ed. course, consist- _

admission form Rs 50. It is learnt that about

candidate has to deposit admission fee of Rs-

for unemployed candidates from poor section
of society. s ok
Candidates with at least 45% marks in
degree exams are eligible for admission to
regular B.Ed. course in colleges of this uni- =
versity, while there is no such condition for
this course and candidates passing degree
exam with just 33% marks can be admitted.
Now, it is anybody’s guess, if the Distant
Education Department of the University,
known as Directorate of C dence
Courses till now, would be able to cope with
all the educational requirements of such a
large number of students and provide them

make them “capable teachers”, particularly
when there is not a single full-time teacherin .
this discipline in the department and other
infrastructure is hardly available. Already the
falling standards of school education in the
state has been a matter of concern and the
desperately low pass percentage at Senior
Secondary and matric level is causing great
anxiety. I am extremely worried about the
future of our young students, under the given -
circumstances. I am also not sure whether this
course is recognised by other state govern-
ments for appointment as trained teachers.
Further, admission to this course with such
an exhorbitant fee vis-a-vis fee charged for
other courses by the same department and the
fee charged for this very regular course in

colleges goes against the decision of the Sup- .

"~ reme Court in such cases, as the number of

seats to be filled by higher fees in professional

colleges is strictly limited therein.

: Dr J.B. GOYAL
former Dr in, Faculty of Arts

and Languages,

hetra University

Kurukshetra
TR
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Teaching is more than a job

I endorse Dr Amrik Singh’s observations in
his article “Teaching is more than a job” (May
21) that the dignity of the teacher and the
Vice-Chancellor should not be undermined in
any way because any dilution in their status®
might impair their image as the “role model to
the students”.

Dr Amrik Singh rightly says that it is the
tragedy of higher education that “teachers
either have ceased to play this role or are
playing it inadequately”. Here I would like to
add that Vice-Chancellors have a greater
responsibility to discharge because ideally
they should be able to act as “role models” not
only for the students but also for the entire
academic community, including the teaching
and non-teaching staff.

The worst tragedy that has befallen higher
education, to my mind, is the fact that the
august office of VC/PVC has been brought low
and trivialised with the appointment of undu-
ly ambitious persons, who do not have any
academic vision or values. It is sad indeed that
“men of straw”, conspicuously deficient in
ability, integrity and academic attainments
and having no interest in research, manage to
usurp the position of VC. Usually, such VCs.
indulge in gimmicks to remain in office. They *
resort to highly personalised administration,
flouting all rules and norms, blatantly ignor-
ing merit and adopting an utterly unacademic
and unstable attitude.

They can hardly be expected to act as a
“good role model” for students and teachers.
On top of it all, if a political activist, known
for frequently changing his affiliations with
every change of the wind, or a person whose
services were terminated for “creating chaos
in a university or for lack of requisite ability
in his subject, assumes the high office of VC,
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nore sane advice

HILE inaugurating the North Zone Vice-

Chancellors’ Conference at Guru
Jambheshwar University, Hisar, Mr Mahabir
Prasad, Governor of Haryana, gave a call for
“education based on ideals and values so as to
produce citizens with a sense of discipline and
honesty” (The Tribune, Sept 13). This is a very
laudable call, and this is, indeed, the ultimate
aim of higher education.

Mr Mahabir Prasad also emphasised that
“commercialisation” of education should be
checked.

It, however, appears from Press reports that the
. Vice-Chancellors who gathered there have not
paid adequate attention to the sane advice of the
Governor, who is also the Chancellor of the
universities in Haryana. Instead, the 14 Vice-
~ Chancellors deliberated mainly on maintaining
, their “unfettered autonomy”, pleaded for more

.+ government funds and resolved to work for
internal resource mobilisation through the
creation of NRI ahd industrially-sponsored

+ seats.

The fact is that such seats seldom go to
genuine NRIs or industry-sponsored candidates.
+ Any candidate who can afford to pay the high

price is admitted irrespective of his merit.

Thus higher education is fast becoming a
privilege of the rich. Will these students who
buy admissions at a high price come to the
expectations of the Governor? The same is the
case with a very large number of courses,
technical as well as professional, being offered
through Distance Education Departments at a
very high premium, without providing adequate
knowledge and training in the subjects
concerned.

J.B. GOEL,
: UGC Emeritus Fellow
Kurukshetra
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~ YOURVOICE
Why blame bureaucrats?

THE Haryana Government has recently amended the Kuruk-
shetra University and MD University Acts empowering itself in the
matters of appointment of Registrars and Vice-Chancellors and
the enactment of university statutes, which have invited criticism
from certain quarters. But there are valid reasons that forced the
Haryana Government to arm itself with such powers.

Keeping in view the public outcry against instances of gross mis- '
management of universities, the government’s concern for the

| overall health of the universities is justified. The government

shouldn’t let the university authorities use the concept of auton-
omy to cover up their own lapses and act in an autocratic manner..
Flouting rules and regulations has become a common practice with
some of the people occupying the Vice Chancellor’s position and
there is no accountability for their acts of omission.

When dark clouds of corruption, nepotism and authoritarian-
ism threaten to disrupt the very functioning of a university, the
government can actually ill afford to act as a silent spectator and
let the universities go to the dogs. Moreover, the bills passed by the
Haryana Assembly do not touch upon the academic freedom of the.
universities in matters of framing of courses, imparting of instruc-
tions, conduct of examinations and research programmes etc. Yes,
the bills might put a check on the arbitrary financial and adminis-
trative powers of the vice-chancellors.

During my thirty-five years of service in the Kurukshetra Uni-
versity, I had an opportunity of being associated with the topmost
| decision-making bodies and working with different vice-chancel-
lors drawn from the judiciary, military and civil service, besides
from academics. It may not be correct to generalise but my experi-
ence has been that some of the academic vice-chancellors proved to
be the worst off of norms and forms. On the other hand, of-
ficers from th 5V Gupta, M Kuttapan, HV Goswami, M
K Miglani a, during their brief stints as vice-chan-
g and dignity in confirmity with rules and

regulations of the University. Then why blame the bureaucrats.
: ' — J.B. Goyal, Kurukshetra

& . ' e
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Why blame bureaucrats?

CONGRATULATE you on highlighting the

various issues and ills afflicting the univer-
sities in Haryana. Your editorial “Varsities in
shackles™ (November 22) was also aimed at
preserving the unique character and quality of
the institution of higher leaming. However, I
am afraid your objections to Kurukshetra
University and M.D. University, Rohtak Act
Amendment Bill do not square with the actu-
al functioning of universities in Haryana. I
believe there are valid reasons that forced the
Government of Haryana to arm itself with
powers in the matter of appointment of
Registrars and Vice-Chancellors and the
enactment of University Statutes.

view of the public outcry against
of gross mismanagement of univer-

the government’s concern for the over-
h of the universities is justified. The
nment cannot be supposed to let the uni-
horities use the concept of autono-
my ver up their own lapses and act in an
autocratic manner. Flouting rules and regula-
tions has become a common practice with
some of the worthies occupying the Vice-
Chancellor’s position and there is no account-
ability for their acts of omission and commis-
sion. Mr Hardwari Lal in his article *Varsity
donomy: do we deserve it” (Dec 8) has also

ghted this malady

1 dark clouds of corruption, nepotism
authoritarianism threaten to disrupt the

very functioning of the university, the govern-
ment can ill afford to act as a silent spectator
and let the universities go to the dogs.

Moreover, the Bills passed by the Haryana
Assembly do not touch the academic freedom
of the universities in matters of framing of
courses, imparting of instructions, conduct of
examinations and research programmes etc
Yes, the bills might put a check on the arbi-
trary financial and administrative powers of

Editor’s mail

the Vice-Chancellors.

During my 35 years’ service in the universi-
ty, I had an opportunity of being associated
with the topmost decision-making bodies and
working with different Vice-Chancellors
drawn from the judiciary, military and civil
service, besides the academician Vice-
Chancellors.

It may be odd to generalise but my experi-
ence has been that some of the academic Vice-
Chancellors proved to be the worst offenders
of norms and forms. On the other hand, offi-
cers from the IAS like G.V. Gupta, M

Kuttapan, H.V. Goswami, M.K. Miglani and
K.K. Sharma, during their brief stints as Vice-
Chancellors acied v decorum and dignity
in conformity w1 nd regulations of the

university. Then why blame bureaucrats?
DrJ. B. GOYAL
Kurukshetra
L B ‘ =L =
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Video-taping selections

HE historic judgement delivered by Mr

Justice Jawahar Lal Gupta of the Punjab
and Haryana High Court ordering the PPSC to
video-tape the interviews is highly laudable and
has come as a fresh air, in this polluted atmo-
sphere, for meritorious candidates.

Of late, the confidence of the people has been
shaken in the process of fair selections, and the
credibility of the agencies entrusted with this
task has eroded. Reports have it that "posts”
have either a "price tag” or are filled by political
push and pull. Video-recording of ihe inter-
views will provide some solace to the really
deserving candidates, and the selectors will be
forced to look beyond vested interests. [n the
process, the selectors' own capability and fair-
ness will be-on test and that may ultimately lead
to the appointment of persons of integrity and
high administrative and academic calibre as
members of the Public Service Commission and
other selection agencies.

1 myself have acted as an expert in selection
committees at a large numberof universities and
in state commissions, and on the basis of my
long and varied experience, I can say with
confidence that this procedure will go a long
way towards eradicating nepotism and

favouritism in selections, as the selector will

have to be on the guard.

I would further plead that the state covern-
ments and the Chancellors of the universities in
the region should ensure that the same proce-
dure is followed everywhere. As for now, there
| isnoset formulas and criteria for the selection of
! various categories of teachers in the universities
and colleges. No marks are earmarked for the

academic récord, teaching experience, research

“contributions, publications and other achieve-

ments. Selections are made solely on the basis
of interviews and are, in most cases, predeter-
mined. g

Usually, only those experts are invited who
A

are convenient. , - -
N J. B. GOYAL
Kurukshetra . 2
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Hitow your priorities

THE Kurukshetra University has constructed g Community
Centre, called the Barat Ghar at a cost of Rs 1.25 crore, whijle two
youth hosiels are being built at a cost.of Rs1.50 crore.

KU has a beautiful auditorium, together with a scnate hall. A
faculty house (conference hall) was also constructed recently at
acost of Rs 1 crore. These buildings arc enough tor arranging
confercnees. seminars, lectures ete. There is alrcady a spacious
youth hostel and a teacher’s club, which can take care of holding
various cultural and social functions.

Under the'circumstances, it is not desirable to spend so much
money on buildings that are hardly ever used, cspecially at a time,
when the university maintains that it is facing an acute financial
crunch. While our rural schogls are deprived of even basic
amenities, because of financial constraints, it is deplorable that
huge amounts collected through distance cducation pro-
grammes, “paid scats” and increased tuition fee ctc are put to
use for buildings that would Serve no purpose. Itis high time that
We get our priorities clear and spend money wiscly.

_ _ , —I1.B. Goyal, Kuruksherrg _
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| with the sacred duty of produc-

;‘é,:

- Sir: Thgmnignatmn of Dr Upen-

 destiny of the country and the fu-
_ ture of our new generations.

Varsity finances :

Ve
TR

dra Baxi, vice-chancellor
University has caused g
commotion in educational
cles and has highlighted the =
aise of Indian universities.
Universities are entrusted

ing talented young men and
women, who could provide befit- ¢
ting leadership in shaping the

Hence no amount spent for this
pious cause judiciously, is suffi- :
cient enough vis-a-vis other de-
velopmental projects. '
Having worked for three de-
cades in a university and having
visited about five dozen univer-
sities for academic assignments,
T'have found that most of the uni-
versities are really facing finan-
cial problems. as is born out by
the fact that I had evaluated
three Ph.D theses of a university

during the past two years, but ]
~ the university could not reim-

burse the mailing expenditure
incurred by me, leave alone the
payment of a paltry remunera-
tion of Rs 100 for each theses, -
fixed by that university. What |
would the standard of research |
under these conditions be, is .
anybody’s guess. ih
The UGC distributed hand-
some grants to universities for'
enhancements of pay scales of |
teachers, faculty improvement |
programmes, new facilities, new |
teaching posts, library books, S
laboratories, research projects |
and  construction of faculty
buildings, hostels and houses,
etc. In this process the liabilities |
of state governments also in-
creased substantially in the form
of matching grants or sharing |
the burden of additional expen-
diture. However, the ultimate |-
gains were hardly assessed. Ob- _ |
viously, sudden withdrawal or L
curtailment of grants from the
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New umwrszty at Szrsa

The decision of the Haryana Government to R
establish a new university at Sirsa is a welcome - £
step for the development of this educationally
backward area. I don’t think it will in any way
impair the progress of any other university of the
state, as some might profess.

The new university will not only provide bet-
itar- qualitative educational opportunities to the
younger generaiion of the area, it will also be
impking considerable contribution to the overall
sgcio-economic and cultural development of the
_region. After all, what was Kurukshetra, a small

dingy town of 15,000 souls before the establish-

ment of Kurukshetra University? It owes all its
present administrative, cultural, intellectual and
academic growth to Kurukshetra University. No
doubt, the Sirsa region, now rich in agriculture
and business, deserves a seat of higher learning.

Fcan recollect that when 1 joined Kurukshetra
“University in 1962 as a lecturer, there were a very
‘few teachers in the university who belonged to

Haryana. All heads of departments of English,
.Sanskrit, Hindi, Political Science, History, Eco-
-nomics, Physics, Chemistry, Maths, Law etc
~were from other states. It was because there was
- mouniversity in Haryana before the establishment

EDITOR'S
MAIL

ofKurukshctra University in 1956. Now the sit-
‘ uatlon is quite different. Most of the teachers in
um\ ersities of Haryana are products of its own
“Universities. The universities of Haryana have
“‘produced a la#ge number of administrators, sci-
“‘entists and technocrats in a few decades time.
'H’A_U. has brought in the Green Revolution.
“¥ would, however, like to emphasis here that
~thére should be proper planning and co-ordina-
tion as to which courses should be taught at the
mew university. In fact, a panel of experts should
- thoroughly go into the functioning of all univer-
sities of the state to make proper and best utili-
sation of available resources.

M.D.U., Rohtak, was initially established for the
ayud) of hte sciences. But later, it was converted
into a multi-faculty university. G.J.U. at Hisar was
10 be a technical university, but was later upgrad-
“ed to be an affiliating university. This has led to
. unnecessary duplication and waste of resources.

_Time has come when we should make each uni-
vér\ny a centre for specialised postgraduate stud-
“ies and research in some specific disciplines and
<olirses in order to make these universities get the

“ Best of students and best ofteachers. If this is
“-done, we will have the best products and there
will be no wastage of resources in the form of
+'seats lying vacant and staff being surplus.
-tiMembers of the faculties of all universities may
1‘be adjusted accordingly on the basis of their apti-
~4ude, merit and achievements.
3 o J.B. GOYAL, New Delhi
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Historic Taint
This is with reference to Smita
Gupta’s news report “Saffron
touch given to Aryan, Harappan
link” (Oct 28).
The theories that “Aryan and
Harappan people were the same”
- and that the “Aryan were indige-
nous Indians” are not new and far
from being the invention of the saf-
fron brigade, have been around for
some time. In the early sixties, a his-
torian and former professor of an-
cient history at the University of
Kurukshetra, Prof Budh Prakash,
published a comprehensive re-
search paper on this subject.
After scientifically analysing the
terracotta seals and figurines that
had been excavated from Harappa

and other sites, he matched their
descriptions to the descriptions in
the Rig Veda which led him to draw
the same conclusions.

Prol Prakash was close to both
Pandit Nehru and Lal Bahadur
Shastri and had no ‘saffron’ con-
nections. The point is that research
is a continuing process. Old theo-
ries are superseded by others when

~ new discoveries are made. The car-
lv Harappan sites were cxcavated
by foreign scholars who had limited
resources and research material to
fall back upon.

However, during the past few
decades many archaeologists and
historians have worked in this area
and have come up with substantial
and authentic evidence to further !
strengthen the theories proposed
by Prof Prakash and others.

In fact, other Harappan sites
have been discovered and cxcavat-
ed during the past century, right
from Ropar in Punjab to Banawali
in Haryana as also in Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya .
Pradesh which prove conclusively '
that the early Harappans had set- .
tled in many parts of the country. 3

In other countries pcople feel ’
delighted if a historical discovery or
theory aggrandises their nation’s
past. The British people are 4 good
example. But in India we have not
as yel learnt to appreciate our
glorious heritage.

J B Goyal ex-professor, Kuruk-
shetra University
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Maneka’s allegations

a The controversy over the replacement of Mrs
Maneka Gandhi by Mr Jagmohan as Minister
for Culture has not received the attention it
deserved. It is the prerogative of the Prime

”  Minister to allocate portfolios and Mr Jagmo-

h  han is far more qualified to hold the charge of

e this ministry.

e However, Mrs Maneka Gandhi has raised an

- important issue that should not be ignored. In an
interview given to Rashmi Sehgal, she has made

- startling revelations about the misuse of huge pub-

»  lic funds by the Indira Gandhi Centre for Arts, the

¢ Nehru Memorial Library, the Nehru Memorial

- Trust, the Lalit Kala Academy, the National

- F >

Galary of Modem Arts and the National Museum.
Based on the report of the National CGA, the
IGNCA alone has been charged with misap-
propriation of Rs 600 crore. Her disclosure that
a monthly scholarship of Rs 7,500 has been
paid to Harivanshrai Bachchan, the celebrat-
ed Hindi poet and father of Amitabh Bachchan,
_ for the last seven years is shocking. It is well
known that the senior Bachchan has for a long
time been unable to undertake any assignment.
Mr Jagmohan will, hopefully, get these alle-
gations investigated and take appropriate fol-
-low-up action. It is all the more desirable to
uphold the dignity and honour of these insti-
tutes of great national importance and also the
high dignitaries connected with them.
Prof J.B. GOYAL, New Delhi
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UTI scam

Various manifestations and the fallout of
the UTI scam are being widely debated. The
Tarapore panel has held that huge funds were
invested in junk bonds and in defaulting

{ companies in the form of NCD. Decisions
were| taken violating UTI’s own internal
1 policy and SEBI guidelines. Thousands of
i crores were invested in equities of HFCL,
. Cyberspace Infosys etc in a dubious manner,
incurring huge losses. Nobody will believe
that the UTI top brass was so naive as not
understand the implications of these invest-
ments. Obviously, they acted either because
of their own vested interests or under pres-
sure from above. In any case, it is the
investors who suffered the most.
- True, the Chairman of the UTI and a few
others have been removed. But this alone
would not meet the ends of justice. A large
number of investors have suffered grossly due
to their misdeeds.

It will be desirable that all their assets,
including benami and in the name of their
family members, should be thoroughly inves-
tigated by the CBI and confiscated if

found in excess of their legitimate earnings.
Dr J. B. GOYAL, New Delhi
™y
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\mmp A]d\' Goel is a budding ollgal(h Like the Berezovskys oflh:seamtry, [
Goel too made his mnitial fortune during the first heady days of “voucher pnvatl- J
| zation,” doing the usual stuff of picking up food institutes at throwaway prices
f $250,000 and hiving them off later at several million. The 1998 crash did
.nnm,butnotforlong.lnafewmonﬂls he too decided to enter the media 1
business in Russia, starting “The Russia Journal” a weekly, news analysis-led, |
free tabloid hitting the stands. Today, with over 10 editions he caters mainly to |
the expat business community who float through Moscow all the time. With the |
“blessings” of the likes of Yegor Gaidar, Anatoly Chubais and Boris Nemtsov,
Goel is looking sharp. While absorbing the inevitable losses of the newspaper,
Goel is now taking to the new economy in a big way. With a precised business
| model, he is starting a B-to-B Russia portnl targetted at a million-strong interna-
| tional business community interested in Russia. For the content, he is busy
tying up with the World Bank, UNDP and other reputed international institutes
who regularly produce research and intelligence on Russia that few people ever
pay for. Since Russia is not really clued into the information technology sector
in a big way, Goel plans to be the pioneering spirit by entering into joint ven-
mrmwhhlndianrrgiamswsetupshopinRussiaHeloummdMahajan
who he believes is a “doer” and thinks the Indian embassy here is “doing a
great job staying out of my way.” This sprig from Gurgaon is no less enterpris- |
ing than Kanwal Rekhi, the beauty is how he's got the system here taped. He |
“‘pays as much taxes as any other Russian”, (which, by the way, if you're honest |
might add up to 105 per cent of your income) loves Vlad Putin and wants to do
quality business in Russia. This is the new Indian entrepreneur, as opposed to

| the traditional businessman who have turned off the Russian consumer with
| poor quality goods and services
| THE enterprising spirit of the Bengali is rarely in evidence in Bengal. But step

| beyond the seven seas and he is a transformed creature. As is Dr Bose, a for-
mer medical doctor attached to the Indian embassy here. Alang with practising

| medicine, he also decided to take advantage of the growing international taste

| for Indian cuisine. The Maharajah was born, an Indian restaurart doing brisk

| business in the heart of Moscow. Followed by anather uninspiringly named

| China Garden for, you guessed it, Chinese food, the industrious doctor set foot
into the other newly opened eastern European countries, dishing out Indian ‘
| culinary skills. He lives in London, (where else?) and controls a growing restau-

| rant business that should soon become the toast of Europe.

With the end of Communism, Russia has rediscovered religion in a big way.
Seleznyov, the speaker of the Duma declares he’s never hidden the fact that he
| had been baptised, though Vladimir Putin says he cannot remember. Churches
now sprout with the same frequency and fervour as the bathroom-tile variety *
| back in north India. But coming as they do on the ruins of the atheistic
Communists, the new churches have their own novelty about them. Covered in
the bright gold paint of traditional Russian architecture, the onion domes flash-
ing audaciously in the sun, the nouveau churches are an amazing contrast to the
unique architecture of St Vassily’s Cathedral in Red Square. Theholdstofthe
lot if the church of Christ the Saviour. An old church which Stalin had convert
ed into a swimmin 8 pool, was rebuilt with new money in 1995 and the white

. | and gold structure as quite transformed Moscow's skyline. Others have found
] uniqueness in other ways. A beautiful structure in St Petersburg was built by
| reformed alcoholics and bears the tag of “Bottle Church”, while another in
| Moscow is best known as the “Telephone Church” —— rebuilt from a post and |

telegraph office which was its only use duringthe Communist years, and
{ nobody had the heart to destroy the rows of phone booths that greet the faithful. |
| Russian media is quite taken with one of the most glaring discrepancies of the
new era — the lack of a Russian national anthem.

Its what is apparently killing the nationalist fighting spirit of the atheletes in ,
| Sydney, since they end up being the only country whose anthem can at best be |
hummed, but not sung. Boris Yeltsin was too busy keeping the country together
| to worry too much about national symbols, so the “patriotic song” written by
Mikhail Glinka in the 19th century is the provisional song, but almost impossi
ble to sing along, as its nearly tuneless and wordless. The popular Spartak soc
cer team has, according to reports, sent in a petition to Vladimir Putin to devise
some, words for the song. In what must be a major oversight, the new Russian
flag, emblem (double-headed eagle) and the Glinka song, have never been rati-
fied by parliament.
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| Himalayas, it has the yaet
alesgr foxt‘oxa‘:tds near it
was once a busy e centre,
tering for about 500 adi
g ciatnigg,

here are vast Potentialities
lits development ag an indug

1OwWn, as niost of the raw

Hals for the hupe pither,
and wongde), InduSigies ot
iRanagar come from there, It i
i rich rice-producing  area and
‘knowp for its mango-groves,

area is said to have am oil










118 ‘Crores For Reglﬂﬂ
Languages :

. From Our Sfaff Reporter

B%IAK Sept. 15.—The Union
of State for Educaiion,
Sher Singh, announced 'paz
y that the Union ver
set up a revolving ﬁmd

Rs. crores for the develop-‘
 of different regional languages |
the euunh'y
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I was surprisid to go thre
| the news 1t?m under ap

i narishad% branches throughou

ate to mgbiliza public
against the ‘black Bill'. I am sor
to say that the report is not
on facts

When your correspondent

Lingdl
an

me.

personal reaction
e Bill, I said in an’
friendly talk that

| Bill, as it was, would give a domi-
nant position to English fof eves
land, as such, it would be

the growth of Hi

anc%,_ therefore, it’ was against
Spirit of the Constitution. At th
same time I strongly disappro
of the af{itation and violent
monstration by students, who
troyed public property and
ed Insecurity in the public !
Vo Press statement, as referred t
above, was ever issued by me.
As regards vice-presidentship of
the 1 arthi Parishad I wo
{ > 88y that I was me
formed by its president
- been elected vice-pr

at the Hissar session where I was
not "ﬂex:: rest;gg. tI 1inft:*zlrx};xe“g wa;
pre mediately that I
not interested in the oiffice. g

such I have no locus standi

mmlixent x
_JAI BHAGWAN GOYAL

nom'}A s S ‘

Parishad has congratulated |
those Hindi writers ylivrp‘ have r
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than 1/2 of the :




cational,
lift of In
ipstruction. as such was also Eng-

lish.
Now, Hindl and the regional
laneuagcs are taking the place of

schools and collezes. S
ino vse teaching Eng
early stage. The s
required to achieve

ish has been a er
v as a medin of

nd for that purpose the

of this language can be mn&e “op-

tional and mav be started even at
later stage i 7th or 8th class.

i year's teac'hing leadmg to al

h can enable j« ostgraduate
i an enzm&f a doctor

L N PP e
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“GURU PRATAP SURAJ" KE

- A~
EAVYAPAKSHA u') ADI*

* ven to Dr. Goel to redis-
cover literature tor the

world and to brog out its ch

characi of Whereas nwli‘x:l“e-
the .

areas, gﬁsm teils us, limited

themselves to themes of erotic love,

flattery of their

their contemporar,

wrote on far lof:

on heroism of a
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HO OUR G

IT 1 hrartering noante thill the
Prevident. Gramt Zaill Sinph,
wha'e  speoking ot
memonal funchion at Panipat
lart ween nryed the Haryans
Grvernment to “properly com-
me-marale” another griat poet of
Harvana Bhai Santokh Singh.
whn was @ wnler of such enii-
nence that sny oountry could
have teven provd of him

Tiesides rendering the whole
Vaimi}i Remavana in “Hindi
Versg, he cmponed  twWo
munueental epic pocms consist-
ing ol 67004 =lanzas

Thougt based on the life and
teschirgs of 10 Sikh Gurus, his
cp pocms, “Guru Pratep
Buraj” and "Guru Nanak ra-
kash”. are wentable encycle-
pasdieg of Sikh history, philoso-
phy. tehigion and culture. These
works vividly pariray the social,
politienl. cultural and rcligious
conditions of the land during
Mughal rule

the “Halt®

In nct ihese epics are a rich .

reasore house of composite In-
dian thought,
mythology. #ecial valuen and

philisophy,

culiural wealth. These are ine

fused with a high sense of spir-
ftualism, morabtv.
and horoism.

Bhai Santokh Singh wes a

great exponent of Indlan culture

and national integration and his
ic compositi: s are of a very
igh literary quality. Therefors,

-

humanism

the timelv proposal made by the
President 18 mast sppropriate,

and relevant )
Bhai Santokh Singh compased
hit poems in Braj Bhasha,

s i
these:  worka  The

Pt ol Siktism”
ennsideranie  ras\g)ad

pocet’s ereative aspects

has also heen coniributed by
tne)  Panjab. Pumjabi, Guru
Nanak Dev and Kuriksheira

Universities have prescribed the '\;'

study of this great poet's major ©
works in the M.A. (Hindi) course.
But, Haryang haé yet to do ita !
duty - to commemorate one df.”
is finest poets. i
~JAl BHAGWAN GOYAL () |
Professor and Chair nan. |

Flindi Department, Kurul- -
L .o . 5MI‘Q N
: Univeriity
Kurukshetra e L
nm -

- 8 ettt Sidicsit B ) >ARAAL

although the script used by bim -
was Gurumukhi. Because of the.
script they were trested as Pun- -

‘jaln works, and thus

remained

unknown to the Hindi world.

I bad the privilege of
ing this poet to Hindl ro:de
chose his works as a subject
my Ph.D. thesis, which was
liahed by Kurukshetre
ty in 1964 (Since then a

. more been

Bhai 8mgh's

suggestion

[ BV

£
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BY DR. JAI BHAGWAN GOYAL goddesses, he sought *o avouse e

f VIn 4he mediaeval perfod India Thine armies (i 0o (o 4’;'9n é‘6f“Act ) b?
© tnessed tie rise of religiv-cuitural  Prightness reiuiocnt ¥ " Such tales, \]\211;59 overall :
. .0 combat the injustice, ThY Tadiance and plcniour doasie f‘c nce in the original W !
o und religious persecution i lkebthe sun - " nlf)‘;cajnc}éa\;: t;esertlog'g::: .y 'ﬂ\esi;j,
' the Muslin. rul.ts of the day. lglc.)xod‘es:tgxlesliol:l?ggg:tes&gn etb{* The Avtars or mcamagtr;}'xes dae—.

0 Punjab  this phenomena was thou scatterest sinners, I seek thy ;«f:a(;n??r:vaﬂ}l)% nh:;g%s t.of §
X o e e to

given siape vy the founder of the _ Protection. prominently as destroyers o.' shnal
1 aam

\Sikh taifl, Gury Namal, and his Hail, Hail to the Creator of the ™MODNS.
‘ world, the saviour of creation, antic

rs. In essonce, Sikhism is my Cherisher, hail to {hee , 10 fhe version of the Kri. opor-
form of the progressive  sword. gé‘en&.‘, given in the  ‘Dasioular
¢ - 1 - 3 P i ran < 7o i
e ijetitnn, Neverihe \ Rackltfs Siala | Elpntat ?:elﬁ'etskgiglljn ﬂll:lrm:‘r g
h ertain distinz tion in keeping with | datend
- separi.te it from Resort To ~waoid trend, the gvegndmg téhmep}gaog ‘Fe%:é\
! < ‘Ge%igael;- He realised that without recour- S dep1ct~on of Krishna's peir ;ition,
b, These otier se to the sword it was impossible lity a; a2 man of action and drjarra-|
le Clements o to protect righteousness and fo put der of righteousness. Out of ' Krish-.
Qualiey, colled—own sgusessive ewil in the world. SEDIPS) i 08 (STRES Bt
- suru conceived of the Eter- ¥ 3
nal being also as cherisher of ths f'on, of the battles fought by 1 ;Thesey
good and the anaihilator of the nst e\11 doers. The hna &
A_wu Guru Nanak, alitough hus wicked. So imaginatively conceiv- : 1
Was Lntnel\ l,hat of a saint, gg. the slword, r_xighteiusly used, i3 ¥ the picture of Kris S1§gh‘
128 given expr ~ to sentiments e the manifestations of the o e
e ‘e human persona. Lord.“He has worshipped fhe Lord a nobla and _heroic. wareigr.. -
L ~ - and oppres- noer nmames of his own congeg- [fearless, courageous and determil
. oo such a promunent tion, expressive of His heroie gus- ied personaliy, as Is bere o
satiba it fhe L @ promunent ;.. “He merged into the divine fj Krishna, Most probably (s ©
'+ Gurus {his consciousness and 2tiributes and gualities, which &ge ‘3319@ first angh the: only occasion
fecling contiined to  grow more Symbolised by the sword. ; thgew%e hfan,gﬁ OIb o
when ishna has been

and more powerful. F ]
& Noble izhier " in such a heroic light.
halsa Order | In these heroic composition
The life, personality and poetryl‘ the Dasham Granth, the (Hymns) and a few
or of the sixth Gury, oL Guru Gobind Singh overilow | terisation of heroes, their de pect comes  upper-

spirit of noble heroisa || nation, ssion, their enth L

cation. ~ The = hlessings |\ for battﬁa and such other gual o eroic epics, the Guru
has asked of the Lord | is so powerful and the ideais of ¢ s thame of true faiti
ted is so lofty as to : nsciousness. In  all

o consciuusniess ‘i\ 1‘f_h i‘h;i
o resistance
wore  two Wwhich 1

thp saint- hi< T 21ing of the epic ‘Chand 1 heroism presen
i ira’ is s _,mhohc of the hecoit msrpme “";"eekhnas and cowards to he has denounced
bt OLHE passion. The noble werds arer | deeds of courage and . bravery. and preached vene-
oz spiritualism and heroism, This 2im is referred - to in the
h of w‘ncn there was basis n GI“‘mt e O Lord this boon, IRAY | «Chandi Charitra’ in these
af Gues Nangk. b BCVSt gauives in- doing mevle “Ev £ a week willed
] :ymmsxe ulti ;nat h took the deeds pe to listen fo thiA
L of the Kh . whici s ¢ e is 8
jbined in itseli me relicions and M?\ ilt figt 1% the foe fearlessly and | battle. 4
pic spirit; ) TERC N I In the Dasham Granth’ the heroic
s May-1 _ever insbruct_my mind to ideal is expressed thus: G s S
urangzeb revefsed the policy meditate on your atfributes “What does it matter if many afie &
" of tolerance and liberalism initiat- In the end when the last hour ap- my comrades have iallen
bed I \ibar to one of religious proaches, | To heroic character is to fight t.
fpess. Jdon and bigotry. Hindus die to win. Cﬂlﬂﬂdlno Hero
“delt heipless before the powerful May I die fignting in the battle- | (Kri cwtal')f~ " The, Gurn 'th i
 yepression let lcose by his policy. field. This version of ‘Kri Avta sword = 1 ought of taking i
9t is a secorded fact of history ' is a true embodiment only when he was nc

Another epic rendered oL got
rendered by him in Braj is Krish- enunciated in, the Gita.
naaytar’. In this composy
the prevallmg motive is
fi or devotion whica is a fe
the Krishna cu% but the, form e g A f
mariyrdom for presenting Krisnna in ! > etter se :
m&’éusnesfh’;i ::‘o l{fm“ popular roic role. There too the G Singh'’s tmgen to Aurangzeb, in Persian, |
e presses his aim in_poeti deavour was‘E overthroWHEgice: expressed this_situation
This event had farreaching con- Krishna legend as follows: ; i‘r‘m 3“;:: t‘bfaxcs};d]?g 1;':5 - a:; Vhen -all oﬂﬁrthne:esa‘r‘:smgaﬂ. i
’ ?iqﬁc:f rihn q,zzo‘;?jztl rg;,ll‘hes th';g;i_ “The tenth carto of the as an act of last 1esort, In te}::u y 7 'ﬁ,‘ ho ance
selyes 1o protect their :nuctral cjﬁn his ideal on talmst car
B o Sareed e sEE have SO aoness and |
| e o | amed_the ove: w wickedness.”

of Gu:u u\umd Singh, rea- Hi sde aim was to spread b
generating Po- pilation ealled ‘Dasham i Tiole
e e it on 0; natm%a; which is attributed whelly ana% ﬁﬁ;”ﬁ"fﬁ:‘sglgar of t
3 vu_;‘rz t-u;edgect dV\ iy & S part to Guru Gobind Singh | and justice.
91!!3\(‘ - created an_armed of this very spirit of mm o
alled the Khalsa, tjon, In the autob Historians have correctly

inistry 3
A spiritual guide and was attacke
>y hill chiefs who looked upe

“that there were large-scale, forci-
ersi to Islam and dese-
i pl ces of worship
inating effect of the

on was that the
th Guruy, Teg Bahadur, met

intent but to seek inspira
wage war in the path of

The major portion of t

h;ch eombined high 1 ideal: » his h ole, but
moral ideals K hasised is heroic role, bW

ang spiritual fervour. In an _elo- gﬁ}};ﬁt ]E:cme his px‘pcess have left out his

. writien stanza, the Guru gz parrative of his O saint. Like all his pre

hmed the sword as the em Gaeds. In . the same way, in Guru Gobmd Sir

it of foree or Shakti'- g7 9

5 3 le?ing(‘?azsg?smim % .. ' monials of vanous reg

.gaxmn_q ot di Ch m‘an A% haas on ext
Datueﬁeld h i



draw substance
mw_ﬂﬁzgm and the
arah  Masa’

re S0 m oEu« pet

!ﬂociug with nature,

ivities. and

us of many folk songs

the an_wm_ Ewmﬁrm.ww( §
Eﬁ&nﬁn awan, Phag,
ﬁ—amﬁ_ de-

1y and the i
are simply

rhythm, nuaw nature, aﬁ.

_aoun
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CONGRATULATE you on

various issues and ills afflicting the univer-

sities in Haryana. Your editorial “Varsities in
shackies” (November 22) was also aimed at
pre-erving the unique character and quality of
the inst:tution of higher leaming. However, I
am afraid your objections to Kurukshetra
University and M.D. University, Rohtak Act
Ariendment Biil do not square with the actu-
af functioping of universities in laryana. 1
believe there are valid reasons that forced the
Gevernment of laryana to arm itself with
povers in the matter of appointment of
Registrars and Vice-Chancellors and the
enactment of University Statutes.

In view of the public outcry
instances of gross mismanagement
sities, the government’s concern
all health of the universities is

government cannot be supposed the
versity authorities use the concept
my to cover up their own lapses act

autocratic manner. Flouting rules and
tions has become a common practice with
some of the worthies occupying the Vice-
Chancellor’s position and there is no account-
ability for their acts of omission and commniis-
sion. Mr Hardwari Lal in his article *“Varsity
autonomy: do we deserve it” (Dec 8) has also
hizhlighted this malady.

When durk clouds of corruption, nepotism
and authoritarianism threaten to disrupt the

of the .
can ill afford to act as a silent spectator
let the universities go to the dogs.

Moreover, the Bills passed by the Haryana
Assembly do not touch the academic freedom
of the universitics in matters of framing of
courscs, imparting of instructions. conduct of
examinations and research programmes ete.
“Yes. the bills might put a check on the arbi-
trary financial and adininistrative powers of

Vice-Chancellors.
i in the

It may be odd to generalise but experi-
ence has been that some of the academic Vice-
Chancellors proved to be the worst offenders
of nonns and forms. On the other hand, offi-
cers from the IAS like G.V. Gupta, M.
Kuttapan, H.V. Goswami, M.K. Miglani and
K.K. Sharma, during their brief stints as Vice-
Chancellors acted with decorum and dignity
in conformity with rules and regulations of the
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PPSC row: Selections then and now

by J.B. Goyal

HE revelation of “"generous’ marks
given 1o some candidates by the
Punjab Public Service Commission
10 mterviews for the selection of medical
officers will not surprise or shack anybody
because such things are now repeatedly
vccurmng 1n one selection i the other. not
just tn the PPSC but i the commissions of
some other states as well
In this context. T am resmended o1 my per-
sonal expenences i cenain state public
SETVICE COMITISsIons — [118E as g canaidate
and then as an expert. which in contrast are
more retreshing
It was in 1960 that | appeared hefore the
PPSC office snuated in Baradan Gardens.
Paniata. for the post ot lecturer Mr Hard-
wart Lul was the presiding member of the
selection commuttee and there was an
expent from Mahindra College. Patiala,
There aas only one post
Fwas iterviewed for aboun half an
DOUr au s subject At one pont of
e discussions came around the sub-
1evt ol the Ph D thesis of the expert him-

self. At that time, I had not completed
my Ph.D and was working on my thesis.
1 severely crilicised the findings of

the expert and held views quite

opposite to his views.

Strangely. [ was not only selected, but
was also given (wo advance increments.
I had no contact or recommendation. [t
was only on the basis ol my academic
career. my research publications and
post-graduate teaching expenence that |
wa setected

Later. about 25 years ago, | was associat-
ed as an expert o the Jamunu and Kashmir
Public Service Commission tor the selec-
tion uf lectures  The interviews were held
i Snnagar and Jammu for a number of
days. [ach candidate was interviewed for
about 30 minutes by me on his subject.
Fitty marks were allotted for the interview
and the marks given by me were discussed
by ail members and in almost all cases my
views were honoured. At the end of the
day, sheets of all the members were signed
by cach one of us and sealed.

On the final day of the interview the
results were finalised in the presence of all
the members. including mysel, adding the

marks obtained by the candidates for aca-
demic achievernents and exrerience etc.
which were worked out according to

the rules. The list of selected candidates
was signed by all the members,
including myself. There was faimess
and complete transparency.

Times have changed.
Greed and lust for
power and money have

taken over ethics,
honesty and integrity

[ had a similar experience in the HPPSC.,
Shimla. and the Rajasthan PSC, Ajmer. In
Rajasthan the list of selected candidates
was finalised on the last day in my pres-
ence and was exhibited on the premises of
the commission the sarue day.

I had the opportunit; of having an associ-
aton with the UPSC also for the civil serv-
1ces examination for five long years as a
paper-setter and the Head Examiner. | vis-
ited the UPSC office several times for

coordinating the final list of marks. | must
say there was no interference of any kind at
any point of time.

I also had the privilege of acting as an
expert in the selection of teachers in senior
positions in a number of universities all
over the country and also in the UGC. [
can say with a sense of responsibility
that in all such cases the views of the
experts prevailed

Even in the case of selecuon of lecturers
in varicus non-government colleges of the
state | was associated with a farve number
Of POSLS 0N Various NCCasIoNs atie b oar iy
with confidence that selecttons were roade
on ment and we Jid not alfow ny outside
interference. So there was never ever any
complaint or contros ersy.

But those are things of the past Times
have changed; greed and lust tfor power
and money have taken vver ethics. morali-
ty, honesty and intznty. We are drowned
neck deep in the bog of corruption. which
was polluted our public lite and now runs

through our veins.
The writer is a former UGC Emeritus
Fellow. Kurukshetru




Rashmee Roshan Lall | TNy

London: The world's very
first ‘Gandhi walk’, tracing
the Mahatma'’s footsteps in im-
perial London. where he stud-
ied, lobbied for and negotiat-
ed on Indian independence
and ultimately developed the
liberating concept of walka-
thon-as-satyagraha, is newly
launched with its creator and
sponsor vowing to put Bapu's
London “‘on the map"'.

The ‘Gandhi walk’ is the
first time an India-themed
ramble is on offer in London,
where ‘Jack the Ripper’,
Shakespeare, Beatles and
Thames trails are among the
dozens of walks that have de-
lighted tourists over decades.

The gap in the rambling
along London's Indian histo-
ry trail has been plugged by

) Bapu’s footsteps in London

Walk On Offer For First Time: To Provide Paid Tour Of

Ajay Goyal, a wealthy investor
in European media and Hol-
lywood, who left his native
Kurukshetra 20 years ago. He
describes himself as *‘fasci-
nated” with the Mahatma and
fixated on giving “my city,
London, the chance to dis-
cover something more au-

thentically Indian in
it than curry houses, balti
and bhangra”.

The walk, which travels

through the Mahatma'’s for-
mer haunts in the great beat-
ing heart of the once-mighty
British empire, is a paid tour
of the places he lived, ate in
and walked.

Starting at an under-
ground train station near In-
ner Temple, where Gandhi
was called to the bar, the walk
turns to Kensington, where he
once lived; Notting Hill where
he joined the Theosophists;

Bayswater, where he went to
church meetings and Covent
Garden.

Goyal, who has invested
£5,000 in conceiving, re-
searching and laying on the
£6-per-head walk without hop-
ing for any profit over the next
few years, told TOI about mo-
tivation: “‘I've always thought
it fascinating that the minds
of our (India’s) greatest lead-
ers were formed here in
London and yet, London hard-
ly commemorates this. But
there’s another thing.
When one gets homesick you
look for something that is
yours, something
Not food, nor film,
film music.
connections is
what I've
share

meant to make an Indian
claim of a sort on London.
“I'm a Londoner now,"
says Goyal, “This is my
London too. This is our
city from where we (India)
were ruled for more than 200
years. There is an Indian soul
to London. Rabindranath
Tagore, Nehru, Gandhi,
all lived and learnt here.”

But the new Gandhi trail
also underlines another cru-
cial, if barely-recognised re-
ality. Had the Mahatma not
lived in London , perhaps he
might never have developed a
taste for walking. *‘Gandhi of-
ten walked eight miles a day
around London," explained
Goyal.

This was later to

fate,

or

am




